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Implementations of Geography Lessons at St Charles:
	What would we expect to see in a Geography lesson in our school?

	· Children working on objectives in line with the National Curriculum on a Topic led theme with a key focus, such as ‘Wild Weather’, ‘Frozen Kingdom’ or ‘Street Detectives’. 
· Key Stage 2 Topics are planned on a 4-year running cycle and years alternate to focus predominately on British or Worldwide geography 

· Key Stage 1 Topics are planned on a 2-year running cycle  

· Teachers plan from an overview sheet for each Topic which outlines the National Curriculum objectives and Chris Quigley Key Skills for each Milestone 1-3. 
· Teachers work in Key Stage teams to create a Knowledge Organiser and key questions for each week of learning. Teachers then create their own medium-term plans from this framework. 

· Each learning objective is linked to a Driver Word- these are used for both geography and history lessons: Describe, Compare, Communicate, Investigate and Interpret, Locate and Chronology. 
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· For each learning objective, there is a Geography link to a key area which is known as Making Links. These ensure that we are planning for a range of areas of Geography when we cover a Topic. For Geography, these  are: 
Location

Physical features

· Hills, mountains, valleys

· Bodies of water
· Natural resources

Human Features

· Settlements

· Leisure facilities

· Transport

· Farming

· Reservoirs and dams
· Power stations

Physical processes

· Erosion

· Water Cycle

· Ocean circulation

· Climate Change

· Earthquakes
· Volcanos

Significant figures

Impact on modern day

Human processes

· Transport

· Trade

· Settlements Industry

· Travel

· Tourism

· Pollution

· On the medium term plans, there are creative write opportunities planned in which are linked to their Geography learning such as a fact file, recount of events, etc. 

· At the start of every Topic you will see an assessment of prior learning from a ‘blank’ knowledge organiser or in the form of a quiz for KS1. 
· You will see Throwback 4 in books which is a small series of questions that review learning from other Topics they have done in previous years. This is to ensure previous knowledge is retained and reviewed often. 
· Maps and atlases are used regularly

· Children may learn about a significant figure

· Children will link learning to the impact of our modern day, such as discoveries, climate change, etc.

· Geography vocabulary is used regularly in discussion and written work
· Mini Knowledge Organiser tasks and quizzes are completed to constantly review key vocabulary and facts for that Topic
· High quality written work linked to the subject, including cross-curricular writing
· Children take part in practical fieldwork such as messy map making and orienteering 
· You will see a class map of the world where locations are identified and shown on the map, including key words such as Equator, Northern Hemisphere, etc. 

· On display a ‘What is Geography?’ poster

· Assessments of Geography Knowledge organiser at the end



	An outline of a St Charles Geography Topic:

	1. Knowledge Organiser prior learning harvest
2. Subject learning (i.e. Human and Physical geography, map work, climate, etc)

3. Prior learning of the current topic being revisited in the form of quizzes.

4. Throwback 4 quizzes which revisit learning from previous Topics in previous year groups so knowledge is retained/revisited. 

5. Knowledge organiser assessment at the end of each topic. 
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